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reversed the process he had himself followed and now expounded
the doctrine in all its aspects to his own disciples, at the same
time placing the text in their hands. Thus the tradition was
truly imparted. Several divines besides the Nako founder have
been accorded the title of Translator; one of the most renowned
was Marpa, tutor of Tibet's ascetic poet, Mila Repa, about whom
much more will be said later. Even nowadays, as the Lachhen
Lama emphatically declared, it is useless to try to read sacred
books except under the guidance of a competent teacher.
According to this conception the word " read " begins to mean
something more than skimming through books. If this line of
thought were to be pursued it would also radically alter the
meaning of the word " Education/*

In former times Nako and the whole Spiti valley belonged to
the kingdom of Gugge, which attained an extraordinary degree
of civilization. Since the extinction of that kingdom there has
been steady deterioration. Cultivated areas have shrunk,
populations have dwindled and the sands of the desert are
invading the surviving settlements. Gugge was the province
of Tibet first visited by European missionaries in 1624.
Portuguese Franciscans established a mission in the capital,
Tsaparang, the modern Chabrang Dzong, They were received
by the king with all the honour that Tibetans are ready to
accord to the bringers of unknown doctrines. The friars, at one
moment, had some reason for hoping that they were about to
effect a royal conversion; but it is also possible that their
optimism may have been somewhat exaggerated. The Tibetans
are always ready' to offer worship to any sacred object, and do
not necessarily confine their homage to the more familiar forms.
They do not feel that by so doing they are tacitly admitting
the superiority of the foreign Tradition or showing infidelity
towards their own.. They will bow as naturally before the
Crucifix as they would at the feet of a Buddha, whereas our own
people, accustomed to the sectarian exclusiveness of Europe,
usually feel that by offering reverence in a church with the
tenets of which they disagree, they are condoning its errors.
A Catholic cannot legitimately attend a non-Catholic service and
it would not be long before a Protestant seen too frequently at
Mass would be suspected of having been secretly won over by
the Jesuits. Among Tibetans no one would attach such a
rpeaning to the act. The Hindus have a special term for that